
Creating a Complimentary Palette

Create a new Photoshop canvas. Any 
size and resolution will work. Click on 
the foreground color chip and select a 
color– aim for the top right part of the 
color picker square where the color has 
the most chroma. Do the same for the 
background color chip, but choose the 
compliment to the foreground color. (Any 
two colors will work, they donʼt have to 
be complimentary, in fact you will build 
an analogous color palette the same way)
Choose the gradient tool, and 
sure the type of gradient is set from 
foreground to background 

Check that blend type is 
foreground to background

Drag the gradient tool 
across the canvas. 
Create a new layer.
Switch color chips back to 
default black and white.
Create a selection across 
the canvas. Leave a small 
space at the top and 
bottom.

Complimentary colors fall opposite each other on the color wheel. 
Blue/orange, red/green, purple/yellow for example. Analogous col-
ors fall next to each other. Blue and green, green and yellow, yellow 
and orange are examples.



Create a top to bottom gradation with the 
black and white colors. 
Lower the opacity of the new layer. 
Experiment with allowing more and less 
of the base layer to show through.

Create a new canvas. This can be fairly 
small- 2 inches by 2 inches.
Choose your paintbrush and set the 
diameter and hardness so that you will 
have decent sized “dot” on your canvas. 
There are many ways to create the small 
palette, this is just how I do it.

In the original fi le with the two 
gradations, make sure that you are on the 
background layer.
Go back to your new palette. While still in 
the paintbrush tool, hold down the option 
key and select a color from the gradation 
document. Then let go of the option key 
and “paint” a dot on your canvas. Keep 
selecting colors until you have a palette 
of 10-20 colors. Be sure to include a wide 
range- the full chroma as well as some 
from the darker and lighter regions. This 
will ensure that you have enough colors 
and contrasts within your page.

Create a new canvas. This can be fairly 



Creating a Random Palette

In this fi le, random colors are placed 
together with no apparent connec-
tion to each other. Most are very high 
chroma.

Turn on the color fi ll layer (middle 
layer). Introducing a transparent 
color over the top of all the unrelated 
colors is a great way to unify them.
Slide the transparency to control how 
much of the color fi ll is present, vs. 
how much underlying color shows.
Double click on the color fi ll layer to 
choose different color overlays.

The top layer contains a black 
and white square set that can be 
positioned anywhere with the fi le 
(move tool). You can introduce tints 
and shades- bring lighter and darker 
versions of the same color scheme 
into your palette. Experiment with 
the opacity of this layer as well.



Create a new/small Photoshop canvas 
that you can build your palette in.
Make sure that you are in the 
bottom layer of the main fi le, then 
move back to the small fi le. Take 
the paintbrush tool, hold down the 
option/alt key and select a color from 
the main fi le. When you let go of 
the option key and you will see that 
the color is now in your foreground 
color chip, and you can now “paint” 
a mark on your palette. 

After your have a palette of about 
10-15 colors, open the PBS template. 
Take some time to look through the 
layers to familiarize yourself with the 
fi le.

Open one of your small palettes.
Use the eyedropper to choose a color  
from it. You should see the color in 
the foreground color chip.

Choose the layer you want the color 
to affect:



Hold down the option key, and 
hit the BIG delete key on the 
keyboard.

This is a shortcut that will 
cause the chosen color to 
replace the previous color of 
the layer. You can also try the 
paint bucket, or “fi ll” under the 
edit menu.

Create three versions of the PBS fi le, using a different palette for each:

Complimentary: two colors that are across from each other on the color wheel 
(orange & blue, yellow & purple, red & green...)

Analogous: two colors next to each other on the color wheel;
(orange & yellow, red & purple, blue & green)

Random: colors derived from the methods shown using the “color-picking.psd” 
fi le

You can use the “save for web” feature to create gif fi les to place into 
Dreamweaver. 

Your dreamweaver fi le can be very basic. Show each of the three PBS pages, 
labeled with their palette name.

We will upload next week.


